Seibi Gakuen English Newsletter

The First Issue (December 21st, 2011)
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Greetings

Hello, everyone. We are highly delighted to announce that the English Department
has just published the first Seibi Gakuen English Newsletter.

The prime purpose of this newsletter is to enhance your English language learning.
In order to accomplish this, we are planning to provide you with a variety of
information about English language learning. We are also thinking of introducing some
of our graduates who were, and still are active in learning English.

Secondly, this newsletter aims to make our department’s projects widely known.
For instance, one of the projects we feel most proud of doing now is the English
Workshop, which was launched this year. Please feel the fun-filled atmosphere of
previous workshops that are included in this issue.

Last but not least, we all hope that you will have a fruitful winter vacation. We also
wish you and your family members a very merry Christmas!
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snapshots of Our English Workshop
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Message from a Graduate
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Column - "Christmas in England"
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Christmas is a big occasion in England. It is a time when families get together and
share precious time together. I will tell you about one of my typical experiences at
this magical time.

On Christmas Eve (December 24th), many people head to their local church to
participate in what is called "Midnight Mass”. This is a special event in which
people get together with others who live in their local community to listen to
Christmas carols and hear the priest deliver traditional Christmas messages. It is
of course highly unusual to attend church at such an hour (1ipm - lam
approximately) and to add to the uniqueness of the occasion, it is common for an
assortment of candles to be used to provide light. The combination of the carols
and the subdued light creates a rare, cozy atmosphere.

The main reason, of course, that "Midnight Mass” takes place deep into the night is
to celebrate Jesus Christ’s birth on the 25th December. The church’s priest will tell
of the Lord’s humble beginnings in a manger in Bethlehem and of those who were
there to attend it. One of my favourite stories from the bible is how the three wise
kings were guided to the modest manger by a bright star in the night sky.

Perhaps you are wondering whether children also attend the mass due to its
lateness... Well, many children also attend. Naturally, when they get back home it
is more or less straight to bed with the anticipation of Christmas morning
occupying their thoughts, or to be more specific, the anticipation of the presents
they will receive on Christmas morning! However, before bedtime some children
help their parents set out mince pies and a drop of brandy for Santa when he
comes to deliver presents. Santa is of course very busy Christmas Eve so he
naturally gets hungry and thirsty!

Then it is off to sleep, ready for the big day ahead. Merry Christmas everybody!

Editor’s Postscript
We greatly appreciate Mr. Kerty's and Ms. Watanabe's contributions to this newsletter.
We hope to publish the next issue this coming April!




